AMERICA’S STONEHENGE

TOUR GUIDE MAP

Introduction

America’s Stonehenge was originally opened to
the public in 1958 under the name Mystery Hill

Caves. The name was changed to America’s

Stonehenge in 1982 to better reflect what we be-

licve is one of the true functions of the site.

As you proceed through America’s Stonehenge

you will notice that the structures listed in the

guide have specific names. These names have been
given throughout the years by various researchers.
Some, like the Sacrificial Table were labeled by
William B. Goodwin who was the first rescarcher
to purchase the site in 1937. Many were named by
Frank Glynn while he was president of the Con-
necticut Archaeological Society in the 1950°s as he
was attempting to correlate the site with Bronze

Age cultures of Europe. These names are not

meant to deter from an accurate interpretation of

the site’s history or hinder future research.

The site is under continuous research and study.
To help us preserve this ancient archaeological
site, we ask that you stay on the main trail and off
the stone walls and chambers. Take only pictures

and leave only footprints
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1. Nature Trail

As you walk along our nature trail you will
begin your journey back in time. The struc-
tures before you are representative of those
found in the Northeast until European settle-
ment. Although their lifestyles may seem
strange to us, their basic needs such as food,
shelter. clothing and protection are the same
ones that apply to us today.

The remains of an actual cooking rack and
30 foot wigwam dating back 2000 years have
been discovered in the vicinity of the visitors
Center.,

The dugout canog is a re-creation of a real
one located in our visitors center that is esti-
mated to be 300 years old. They were both
made by burning and chopping to hollow out
a pine log

As you stand by the turtle pond and look up
the hill to the right of the standing stone you
will see a larger stone shaped like a turtle
(one of several animal shaped stones found
on the hill.) The turtle was sacred to Native
Americans and it was believed that the land
on which we live was the back of the turtle.
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Pope Road Nature Trail 1

Alpaca Habitat

Meet Eddie, Trooper and Kordell, the alpacas of America’s Stonehenge. Llamas, alpacas, guanaos and vicunas

are all members of the camelid family.

Camelids originated on the Central Plains of North America about 40 million years ago. From there, about 3

million years ago, llama-like animals migrated to South America.

By the end of the last ice age (10,000-12,000 years ago) camelids were extinct In North America. The earliest

2, The Watch House is on the February
st and November Ist alignment. A glacial
boulder was used as one side of this cham-
ber. It is situated at one end of a double-
walled path, and was excavated in 1955,
1959, 1969 and 1981 by independent re-
search organizations. Stone and bone pen-
dants were found during one of the excava-
tions. The chamber was named the “Watch
House” to explain its location outside of
the main site, although it could have been
used for shelter or storage. Please note date
and Mason trademark placed on stone. This
symbol was used on site restoration begin-
ning in 1978.

3. The double-walled pathway leads to
the main site and then continues beyond it.
It is only a small part of a complex series
of walls that criss cross the site. Many of
these walls contain slabs placed upright.
These standing stone placements are un-
usual in New England wall construction.
Winter Solstice Monolith. This (now
fallen) standing stone placement was deter-
mined in 1975 to line up with the Winter
Solstice sunrise (shortest day of the year).
This alignment can also be seen from the
Astronomical Viewing platform #30.

4. Lower Well. This well is located between
two walls; one partially destroyed. It has
never been fully excavated due to its water
level, so the age of this well is unknown.

5. Clay Deposit and Fire Pit. Excavation in
1969 revealed the swamp area next to the
lower well to be the remains of a large clay
deposit, which is perhaps one reason why an
ancient culture would build here. Potsherds,
charcoal and pottery grit suggest an open kiln
for pottery making in this area.

6. Lower Gate-Main Site.
The entrance to the main site

is through a chain link fence
erected in 1937 by William B.

| Goodwin to protect the site.

| The exit is through another

| gate at the top of this arca.

evidence of man in New Hampshire was in this time period. The earlicst evidence of man at America’s Stone-
| henge was 7400 years ago. This evidence was obtained from a fire pit.

| Alpacas were domesticated about 5000 years ago in South America, to provide fine clothing for Inca royalty.

| They were close to annihilation after the Spanish Conquest and it was not until the mid 1800’s that alpaca fleece

1 was rediscovered and world interest awakened.
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